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The Whigs were induced to follow the lead of
Gladstone in his Balkan campaigns, while the
Radicals, owing to their dislike of imperialism,
were willing for a space to forget the Home
Policy, in which they differed -from Gladstone
himself and still more from the right wing of the
party. Thus Gladstone not only directed public
opinion, but recreated the instrument which
could put that public opinionlo effective use. At
the beginning of 1876, the Liberal Party was
almost non-existent; by the end of 1877, it was
united, enthusiastic, and self confident. " The
old man " had indeed performed a miraculous
task, of which the coping-stone was the Mid-
lothian campaign.
Towards the end of 1879 it was suggested
that Gladstone, who was already chosen as
Liberal candidate for Leeds, should fight the
County of Midlothian in the Liberal interest The
constituency was mainly agricultural, and, as the
agricultural voter at present hardly existed, the
electorate numbered in all but some four thousand
persons. On the other hand, it was situated at the
very gates of Edinburgh. It was dominated by the
Duke of Bucdeuch, and the sitting member was
his eldest son, Lord Dalkeith. Thus Gladstone
was fighting not only against the vested interests
of the Bucdeuch family, but he was fighting for
Edinburgh, for Scotland, and, as it turned out, for
the whole of Great Britain. The " Pilgrimage of
Passion " enraged the whole of " Society " at the